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. By Tad Szulc

“7i I Saudi Arabia; Sdical; ploﬁers
* are conspiring to overthrow the rulers

of the oil kingdom in an ormnous re-"

i play of the Iranian revolution.

oo | —In strife-ridden: Central Amenca

" Cuban - operatives - are . secrenvely
dehuenng weapons to leftist rebels. .-

" missile (ICBM) with 10 nuclear war-~

:.heads, a super-rocket.-designed to hit’
:'.-_ftargets in the Umted States wrth dead-

eral “international - upheaval We*

L—mre in” possibly the most. menacmg
penod since World.War 11

..~‘ *,
«‘:‘r-

) .- For America to be able’to deal ef--,~
¢ fectively with threats of this kind, we,
“'need. precise, detailed. and tlmely R

= knowledge of what'is: happening |
*-around the globe on a daily basis. In | :

'4] other words, the greatest self-defense’

* requirement for the United States, as™
seen by the Reagan Admmxstra’non is
-a first-rate capability for gathenng and

f interpreting mteﬂxgence — as'well as

Tad Szule has.written 14 books on {orefgn )

* policy. His first novel, Diplomatic Immunity, -
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- —In' Westemn - European capxtals,
z Sowet diplomats are subtly seeking to .
- encourage the new wave of neutral— :

Sio At therr pmvmg ar nds in Cen- -
£ tral Asia,:the Russians are flight-test-',
" ing’ a new -intercontinental ballistic’

or Releapaut
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' “We are in posszbly_ the most menacing period since ‘Wor
‘who believes that the answer to the . Soviet cnallenge hm.
~how intelligent i is our. mteIngence" : -4

~for influencing events in foreign coun=
tries. through 'secret means and re-
sources L

But accordmg to the most expen
“enced experts in Washington, United
States Intelligence — the Central In-
- telligence Agency and its military sister
agencies — has been falling short of
“superb performance to say the least,
‘in'recent years. This is believed to be'
true of both “human” and technical
‘intelligence,” from cloak-and-dagger
-espionage to the spy-m-the-sky (sat
-lite) surveillance ol Sowet nuclea: ad-
:vances sk T ]

.The rebuilding, streambnmg and
modermzmg of Armerican intelligence
‘operations looms, therefore, as one of
-the -highest priorities for the ‘Reagan’;
Administration- and the ‘new Jeader=
'ship’team it fielded earlier this: ‘year.,
"The decision ‘to revive and: step up
covert_activities: abroad i

e s

“froms ndestine -arms a)d: 15 “anti-|

-Soviet fighters m#hghamstan to ef-
forts—at-gaining decisive:‘political - in-
“fluence-in:the petroleum-rich Persian
Gulf—-is—part of the current upgrad-
ing plan. Muoch. more—must'be done,
"however, “td-restore _primacy o the,

Um:ecLSzates in the\elus:ve world of P

mtelhgence. e I "‘"‘3"“"."-

- The ~ammednate »r%ponsxbdxty for‘
lmprovmg -American intelligence lies’
with William.J. Casey, ‘the - 68-year-
old New York lawyer who was named
-by-President Reagan as ‘Director of
"Central Intelligence after managmgx
hiseelection campaign. Under the law, ; :
Casey ishead of the enhremtelhgence |

community- {comprising the CIA; the

" <Pentagon-run Mnon&ﬁecunt ‘

-Agency—(NSA), -which specializes in

“technical intelligence; the Defense In-'- A

telhgenceAgency, and .tne’State De-
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*erence to: the. low morale pervading
sthe Agency-since=the: Congressional -
sinvestigations offite-mid-1970’s and
:continuing throughsthe tenure of Ad-
‘miral Stansfield Fumer as CIA Direc- .
f:tor during the-Carter- Admmtstrahon* '
== How well”Casey~will succeed re-
_:maxns a_serioussquestion mark in
-Washingtén': Though "he has been
“touted as an .“old -hand” at intelli-
.gence, there are many doubts among
intelligence professionals concerning
-his leadership qualities, :including his 1
limited experience-in this field. Casey
:served for three wartime years as a
:London-based senior officer in the Of-
fice of Strategic Services, the ClA's
forerunner, but did not join the CIA
-afterward. His only other direct ex-
posure to intelligence was his service
in 1976 on the Murphy Commission,
which surveyed the work of the intel-
hgence commumty Casey’s exposure




